
Cosumnes. River Floodplain Acquisitions and Management -
I. Executive Summa~"

a. Project title: Cosumaaes Ri~,er Floodplain Acquisitions and Management

Applicants:¯ The Nature �o,errancy and the California Wildlife Conservation Board
b.. Project description and primary biological/ecological objectives"        "

The project proposes a block grant totaling $20,670~000 for acquisition and enhancementof.
approximately I l,O00acres of fisheries,.riparian, and wetland habitats along the lower COsumnes
River floodplain and adjacent Delta lands.:      " "      ¯    ¯ " : ,’

The primary use of the requested fundswil!, b¢ for the ac.quisifiOn~ inifidl restoration, and
conse~ation stewardship 0f.properti~s rich in aetua~.0r potential habitat valUe.and important to’..the long-term health Of this part of the Bay:Delta ecosystem: The applicants propose to buy some
properties outright and add them .to the Cosunmcs River Preserve, andto acquire conservation ." ¯ ¯
easement interests in others.

,Additional, funds are,requested for initial restoration ~ind, stewardship a~vities ,and for a "
proportional ¢ontribution.to.the Cosumnes River Preservers. endowment reassist with lofig-term
management COSts.                                          ..-

¯

O
The prim.ary bioiogicab’ecological objectives of this.proposal are to: ~ ~ .: ’ ..- "~ -.

.. - protect existing riparian, wetland, and aquatic habitats and associated species.       "
* reestablish riparian; wetland,, and.aquatic..habitats.through, restoration, of namrall processes,

and expansion., of the. . floodplain.                         , .                            .                            ¯        .. ¯
¯ * ..facilitate popuiationexpansionofspecies associated-withthe Co~es, parti~ularly’ -:

east~ide.trib.utary fail-run salmon, spliRail, sandhill cranes, neotropical migrant bird. :
spec.ies, and waterfowl.

c. Approach/tasks/schedule                             .                      :

The proposed .approach is. to acquire fee. oreasement in~erests, from ~ sdiers On propertie~        ’
that are contiguous to: the. Cosunmes River Prese~e, have high habitat values, and/or offer
conservauon managers exceLlen~t.pppo.tmnitie, s to expan~~e flo0dway-and restore the riparian
c0rrid01 of the. loW.ei Cosumnes River.

The. project will complete the acquisition of key properties currently unde~ opti0nto.~eNature
Conse~’ancy and secureConservation easements, or options oia additional high=priority pareeIs::.¯
Initial. restoration, stewardship, and.managementactivities will be initiated as pro~es are
acquired. New.breaching of le;cees within the. floodplain is not a part ofthiS project; hoWevei, the
successful completion of this project is a requirement for that restoration action tO occur. We
expect to cornplete the program proposed here Within two years. The project Will submit
quarterly financial-and programmatic reports to CALFED.

d, Justification for project "
The land acquisitions and eonsetwati0n management activities proposed here will protect, and
expand tidal wetlands, seas0n~ally flo0ded..wetlands, the riparian corridor, perennial gras. slan. ~ds ¯

¯and farmland ofh[gh habitat.value. This proposal addresses at least seven priority stressors and
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